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January 18, 2000
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- HQ Energy Services (US) and proxy for Strategic Energy Ltd, TransCanada Power Marketing, PECO Energy Company,
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R. Kowalski, Assistant Secretary

- ISO New England

B. McKinnon
Publicly Owned (32)
Twenty-eight Massachusetts Municipal Participants; Connecticut Municipal Electric Energy Cooperative; NH Electric Coop (A); Mass. Municipal Wholesale Electric Company and Pascoag Fire District

P. Renaud
Transmission
- Montaup Electric Company

K. Rogers
Transmission
- Northeast Utilities System Companies

C. Salamone
Transmission
- NSTAR

W. Sheehan (part-time)
Supplier
 Consolidated Edison Energy, Inc.

P. Smith (DR) 
Generator
- PG&E Energy Trading

R. Stein (A)
Generator (4)
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D. Walters
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L. Fowler (part-time) 
Transmission
- New England Power Company

R. Juteau (DR)
Suppliers (4)
- proxy for HQ Energy Services (US), Strategic Energy Ltd, TransCanada Power Marketing, PECO Energy Company,
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Forester, Gardiner Paperboard and IECG

B. McKinnon
Publicly Owned (29)
Twenty-eight Massachusetts Municipal Participants; Connecticut Municipal Electric Energy Cooperative; NH Electric Coop (A); Mass. Municipal Wholesale Electric Company and Pascoag Fire District

T. Murrell
Transmission
- NSTAR

D. Ryan
Transmission
- Montaup Electric Company

J. Gawronski
Transmission
- United Illuminating Company

J. Staszowski
Transmission
- Northeast Utilities System Companies

P. Smith
Generator
- PG&E Energy Trading

D. Smith (A)
Transmission
- New England Power Company

R. Stein (A)
Generator (3)
- El Paso Power Services Company;  proxy for Milford Power LP and Berkshire Power Development


Supplier (1)
PEC Energy Marketing





Guests



M. Babula

- ISO New England

W. Coste (part-time)

- IREMM, Inc. for ISO New England

S. Dimou (part-time)

- Androscoggin Energy Center

T. Dunn

- VT Public Service Department

J. Nash (part-time)

- TransEnergie US

J. Rotger (part-time)

- TransEnergie US

P. Steckley (part-time)

- TransEnergie US

Chairman’s Report

Mr. Shortley introduced himself, thanking Messrs. Staszowski and Salamone for agreeing to his acting as chairman of the MRPC and RTPC until the anticipated March 1 startup of the Reliability Committee.  He indicated the MRPC and RTPC will be meeting jointly until then and discussed the new agenda format and some ground rules for conduct of meetings.  

Minutes of Previous Meetings

· RTPC Meeting of December 14, 1999

Following discussion of discordant comments received on the draft minutes, further consideration was deferred until the February meeting for which a revised draft will be issued. 
· MRPC Meeting of December 14, 1999

It was moved and seconded to approve, as modified at this meeting, the draft minutes of the December 14, 1999 meeting of the Market Reliability Planning Committee.  The motion was passed by the MRPC with a 71.2% vote in favor: Transmission (25% in favor, 0% opposed, no abstentions), Generation (25% in favor, 0% opposed, 1 abstention), Publicly Owned (20% in favor, 0% opposed, no abstentions; End Users absent), Supplier (1.2% in favor, 0% opposed).
18.4 Applications

· TE-99-T01 East Shore – Shoreham 600 MW, 400 kV HVdc Interconnection

The conference calls organized by TransEnergie US since the December meetings of the committees were acknowledged as instrumental in formulating the revised motion now proposed and the results of an ISO analysis prompted by those discussions were reported by Mr. Kowalski.  Based on the results, the ISO concluded that the likelihood of operation of the special protection system installed on Bridgeport Harbor Unit 3 would not be significantly affected by exports over the proposed interconnection.

A motion was made and seconded that the RTPC recommend that the Participants Committee approve, with conditions, the TransEnergie U.S. Limited Subordinate 18.4 Application TE-99-T01.  The introductory paragraph read: 

“Recommend that the NEPOOL Participants Committee approve the TransEnergie U.S. Limited Subordinate 18.4 Application TE-99-T01 for the Cross Sound HVdc Cable Project, as detailed in Mr. Paul Steckley’s November 22, 1999 transmittal to Messrs. James and Shortley, which will not have a significant adverse effect on the reliability or operating characteristics of the Participant that submitted the application or upon the system of any other Participant (including an impact on the frequency of operation of the special protection system (“SPS”) installed on Bridgeport Harbor Station Unit 3), so long as the following conditions are satisfied prior to in-service.” 

A motion to amend the language of the introductory paragraph by deleting the parenthetical phrase was made, seconded and voted by the RTPC.  The motion failed with a 46.7% vote in favor: Transmission (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Generation (0% in favor, 25% opposed, 1 abstention), Publicly Owned (5% in favor, 20% opposed), Supplier (16.7% in favor, 8.3% opposed).

Following discussion in which the proponents accepted modifications to their motion, the following motion was voted:

“Recommend that the NEPOOL Participants Committee approve the TransEnergie U.S. Limited Subordinate 18.4 Application TE-99-T01 for the Cross Sound HVdc Cable Project, as detailed in Mr. Paul Steckley’s November 22, 1999 transmittal to Messrs. Douglas James and Paul Shortley, which will not have a significant adverse effect on the reliability or operating characteristics of the Participant that submitted the application or upon the system of any other Participant (including a significant adverse impact on the likelihood of operation of the special protection system (“SPS”) installed on Bridgeport Harbor Station Unit 3), so long as the following conditions are satisfied prior to in-service: 

1.
Completion of required transmission modifications to the Northeast Utilities system:


a)
Installation of a normally by-passed series reactor with overload insertion Type I SPS on the Norwalk Harbor-Northport 138 kV 1385 cable.  This reactor may be installed at either the Northport or Norwalk Harbor end of the 1385 cable;

b)
Addition of a new Scovill Rock 345 kV breaker, with re-termination of the Scovill Rock – Haddam Neck 345 kV 376 Line; and

c)
Addition of a Type III SPS at Scovill Rock 345 kV substation to run back the East Shore HVdc facilities for a 387 line-end-open condition at the Scovill Rock Substation. The proposed Scovill Rock Type III SPS will be ‘armed’ 100% of the time.

2.
Completion of additional transmission modifications required for the Cross Sound HVdc Cable Project resulting from development of any or all of the relevant queued resources to the extent required under the “Subordinate 18.4 Application Policy” including but not limited to the following projects:


South Norwalk

AES Carpenter

Haddam Station

Towantic

Wallingford

Meriden

Lake Road

New Milford (Sempra)

3.
Completion of switching transients and harmonics studies associated with this project, and completion of all project or transmission modifications identified from the results of such studies that the ISO, after consultation with the Reliability Committee, determines are required so as not to have a significant adverse effect on the reliability or operating characteristics of the Participant that submitted the application or upon the system of any other Participant.

4.
The project was studied and will be operated according to the Minimum Interconnection Standard.

5.
TransEnergie US will update, as necessary, the model of their facilities to the ISO for use in various studies, forecasts, and FERC filings.   

The motion was passed unanimously by the RTPC with a 100% vote in favor: Transmission (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Generation (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Publicly Owned (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Supplier (25% in favor, 0% opposed).

The same motion was also passed unanimously by the MRPC with a 100% vote in favor: Transmission (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Generation (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Publicly Owned (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Supplier (25% in favor, 0% opposed).

· NEP-99-T16, X02 Brayton Point 345 kV Switchyard and Type III Special Protection System

It was moved and seconded to recommend that the Participants Committee approve the New England Power Company 18.4 Applications, NEP-99-T16 and X02, for the rebuild of the Brayton Point 345 kV switchyard (NEP-99-T16) and for the installation of a Type III SPS at Brayton Point (NEP-99-X02).  These Applications are detailed in Mr. Latulipe’s January 3, 2000 transmittal to Messrs. James and Shortley and are associated with the proposed interconnection of a fifth unit at Brayton Point Station.  The motion was passed by the RTPC with a 71.8% vote in favor: Transmission (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Generation (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Publicly Owned (20% in favor, 0% opposed, End Users absent), Supplier (1.8% in favor, 0% opposed).

Mr. Tatro indicated that no additional extreme contingencies were identified that could initiate a trip of the New Brunswick tie and that the new 345 kV configuration would eliminate some of the extreme contingencies that presently could cause such a trip.

· CMP-00-T01  Androscoggin 115/13.8 Transformers

It was moved and seconded to recommend that the Participants Committee approve the Central Maine Power Company 18.4 Application, CMP-00-T01, for addition of two 115/13.8 kV transformers at Androscoggin Energy Center as detailed in Ms. Kerr’s January 5, 2000 transmittal to Mr. Shortley  The motion was passed by the RTPC with a 71.8% vote in favor: Transmission (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Generation (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Publicly Owned (20% in favor, 0% opposed, End Users absent), Supplier (1.8% in favor, 0% opposed).

· NRGPM-99-RR 578, RR 579  Retirement of Somerset Jets 1 and 2

Consideration of this item was deferred pending the System Restoration Working Group’s review of the need for these units’ blackstart capability in the system restoration plan.

Nominating Committee

A Nominating Committee was formed to make a recommendation, at the February 15 meeting, for electing a Vice Chairman of the Reliability Committee.  The sector representatives on the Nominating Committee are:



Generator Sector: R. Stein


Transmission Sector: D. Rogers


Public Sector: B. McKinnon


Supplier Sector: (R. Juteau is to coordinate appointment of sector representative)


In response to a question regarding the future Reliability Committee membership (and thus the potential candidates) it was reported that NEPOOL Counsel is to request the Participants to name representatives for all three Technical Committees.  

Marginal Emissions Rate Analysis

Mr. Babula described the changes that were made to the report following the December MRPC discussion.  It was moved and seconded to recommend that the Participants Committee approve the 1998 Marginal Emission Rate Analysis which provides an estimate of the impact of Demand Side Management (DSM) programs on NEPOOL’s SO2, NOx, and CO2 aggregate generation emissions for calendar year 1998.  The motion was passed by the MRPC with a 71.2% vote in favor: Transmission (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Generation (25% in favor, 0% opposed, 1 abstention), Publicly Owned (20% in favor, 0% opposed, End Users absent), Supplier (1.2% in favor, 0% opposed, 1 abstention).

Triennial Review of NEPOOL Resource Adequacy

This analysis, conducted for NEPOOL by ISO-NE as part of the NPCC Reliability Assessment Program, was briefly reviewed by Mr. Babula.  He indicated it had been reviewed by the PSPC and received some comments from the committees and requested any further comments be directed to him by January 26.  It will then be modified and presented to NPCC.

NEPOOL Gas Study

Mr. Babula distributed and discussed a draft request for proposals for an ISO study to assess the adequacy and reliability of New England’s natural gas pipeline infrastructure in serving the growing demand from the power generation sector.  Initial comments were received from the committee and additional comments are to be directed to him by January 26.

NEPOOL Planning Procedure No. 5
Mr. Salamone led a discussion of changes to Planning Procedure #5, “Procedure for Reporting Notice of Intent to Construct, Retire, or Change Facilities in Accordance with Section 18.4 of the Restated NEPOOL Agreement”, proposed by the Planning Process Subcommittee (PPS).   These changes would make the procedure consistent with the changes in NEPOOL documents and committee structure, the creation of the System Operator and current practices such as generator underfrequency protection reporting and use of the minimum interconnection standard in system impact studies.  While the PPS was asked to recommend modifications in additional areas, it was recognized that the proposed changes were necessary and their implementation should not be delayed.

It was moved and seconded to recommend that the Participants Committee approve Planning Procedure #5, the 18.4 Application Procedure, as modified by the MRPC and RTPC at their January 18 joint meeting.  The motion was passed by the RTPC with a 71.8% vote in favor: Transmission (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Generation (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Publicly Owned (20% in favor, 0% opposed, End Users absent), Supplier (1.8% in favor, 0% opposed).

The same motion was also passed by the MRPC with a 71.2% vote in favor: Transmission (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Generation (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Publicly Owned (20% in favor, 0% opposed, End Users absent), Supplier (1.2% in favor, 0% opposed).

NEPOOL Objective Capability

Mr. Coste reported that the major assumptions used to develop OC recommendations are being reviewed and preliminary results are anticipated for PSPC review in late February.  In response to MRPC members’ desire for OC values for the coming power year to be set by PC action in March, Mr. Shortley indicated that the ISO would do all it could to expedite development of recommended OC values.

HQ Firm Energy Contract Interconnection Credit

Mr. Coste reviewed a draft analysis indicating the expected reduction in Hydro-Quebec Firm Energy Contract energy delivery will have little impact on NEPOOL system reliability for the 2000/2001 power year.  He requested comments be directed to him by January 26.

Other

· Policy Planning Committee

Mr. Walters briefed the committees on the development of a procedure to address construction sequencing issues that could be appended to PP6, Procedures for the Establishment and Study of NEPOOL Interconnection.

· Next Meeting

The next joint meeting of the Market Reliability Planning Committee and the Regional Transmission Planning committee will be on Tuesday, February 15, 2000, at the New England Electric System offices in Westborough, Massachusetts.

Respectfully submitted,

Douglas A. James, Secretary 

NEPOOL Regional Transmission Planning Committee
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