MEETING NO.  45

OF THE

NEPOOL REGIONAL TRANSMISSION PLANNING COMMITTEE

December 14, 1999

Westborough, MA

Members Present   (A: Alternate, DR: Designated Representative)

C. P. Salamone, Chair
- NSTAR

G. Cain (A)
- NSTAR

C. Beveridge (A)
- Central Maine Power Company 

E. O. Disher (DR)
- Duke Energy North America

J. Fenn
- Bangor Hydro Electric Company

W. Fowler
- Sithe New England Holdings

P. A. Fiocchi
- Southern Energy New England

R. Hinners (A)
- Vermont Electric Power Company

D. James
- ISO New England

B. W. McKinnon
- Twenty-eight Massachusetts Municipal Participants; Connecticut Municipal Electric Energy Cooperative; NH Electric Coop (Alternate); Mass. Municipal Wholesale Electric Company and Pascoag Fire District

P. Renaud
- Montaup Electric Company 

K. D. Rogers
- Northeast Utilities System Companies

P. Van Horn
- Aquila Energy Marketing, Citizens Power Sales (DR),      Tractebel Energy Marketing (DR)

M. Schaefer (A)
- FPL Energy

W. Sheehan (part-time)
- Consolidated Edison Energy, Inc.

R. deR. Stein (A)
- El Paso Power Services Company, Milford Power LP, PEC Energy Marketing, Berkshire Power Development (DR)

P. Tatro (A)
- New England Power Company

R. Juteau
- HQ Energy Services (US)

D. Walters
- New England Power Company

G. V. Zito
- United Illuminating Company

Guests

S. Sayer
- Constellation Power Development

P. Shortley
- ISO New England 

P. Steckley (part-time)



  - TransEnergie US

Minutes of Previous Meetings

It was moved and seconded to approve, as modified at this meeting, the draft minutes of the November 9, 1999 meeting of the Regional Transmission Planning Committee.  The motion was passed with a 95% vote in favor: Transmission (25% in favor, 0% opposed, 2 abstentions), Generation (25% in favor, 0% opposed, 1 abstention), Publicly Owned (20% in favor, 0% opposed, End Users absent), Supplier (25% in favor, 0% opposed).

It was moved and seconded to approve, as modified at this meeting, the draft minutes of the November 23, 1999 meeting of the Regional Transmission Planning Committee.  The motion was passed with a 95% vote in favor: Transmission (25% in favor, 0% opposed, 3 abstentions), Generation (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Publicly Owned (20% in favor, 0% opposed, End Users Absent), Supplier (25% in favor, 0% opposed).

18.4 Applications
· NEP-99-T15 Pinehurst 115/13.2 kV transformer #2

Mr. Walters described New England Power Company’s 18.4 Application, NEP-99-T15, for tapping the M-139 115 kV line between Billerica and Reading Tap and the addition of a second transformer (115/13.2 kV 24/32/40 MVA) at the Pinehurst substation, as detailed in Mr. Gabremicael’s November 15, 1999 letter to Messrs. Shortley and James.  In response to questions, Mr. Walters indicated that this project did not entail the transfer of additional load into the Northeast Massachusetts Area.

It was moved and seconded to recommend that the Participants Committee approve the New England Power Company 18.4 Application, NEP-99-T15, for tapping the 115 kV M-139 line between Billerica and Reading Tap and installing a second 115/13.2 kV transformer at Pinehurst Substation as described in Mr. Gabremicael’s November 5, 1999 transmittal to Messrs. Shortley and James.  The motion was passed with a 95% vote in favor: Transmission (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Generation (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Publicly Owned (20% in favor, 0% opposed, End Users absent), Supplier (25% in favor, 0% opposed).

· TE-99-T01 East Shore – Shoreham 600 MW, 400 kV HVdc Interconnection

Mr. Steckley described TransEnergie’s 18.4 Application, TE-99-T01, for the installation of 400 kV 600 MW HVdc submarine cable under Long Island Sound between East Shore substation in New Haven, Connecticut, and Shoreham substation on Long Island, as detailed in his November 22, 1999 letter to Messrs. Shortley and James.  He noted that this is a subordinate 18.4 application and is based on the minimum interconnection standard.

Mr. Zito made a motion to approve the application with conditions as noted in the motion.  The motion was seconded and the following issues were discussed with regard to this project and the 18.4 Application:

· A switching transients and harmonic study for this project has been completed.  In response to the late discovery of a modeling error in the harmonic analysis which may ultimately affect its results, the United Illuminating Company has requested additional time to conduct an independent review of the  study and its results.  The implications of a conditional 18.4 approval relative to the harmonic analysis was discussed.  Also of concern was who should have final acceptance of the analysis (the parties potentially impacted or NEPOOL).

· The project includes a Type III Special Protection System (SPS) to be added at Scovill Rock to detect a 387 line open condition and run back the HVdc facilities.  The appropriate conditions for arming this SPS were discussed and TransEnergieUS agreed it would be armed 100% of the time.

· It was noted that models need to be updated to reflect changes that are identified by detail design analysis and implemented with the development of the facilities.  The developer will also have a continuing obligation to support and communicate to the rest of NEPOOL any changes in the model that are required to correctly model any future changes at the facility.
· The need and approach to reflect the specific nature of the project into the 18.4 conditional approval process was discussed.  Some of the specifics include: study conditions which reflected imports or exports of 600 MW, the fact that the system impact study was performed on the basis of the minimum interconnection standard, and how can the project identify relevant queued resources and satisfy the issues related to the subordinate status of the 18.4 application.

It was moved and seconded to table further discussion of the Cross Sound HVdc Cable Project 18.4 Application, TE-99-01, until the next meeting of the Regional Transmission Planning Committee.  The motion was passed with a 78.9% vote in favor: Transmission (16.7% in favor, 8.3% opposed, 2 abstentions), Generation (21.4% in favor, 3.6% opposed, 1 abstention), Publicly Owned (20% in favor, 0% opposed, End Users absent), Supplier (20.8% in favor, 4.2% opposed).

Mr. Steckley indicated that he would convene a telephone conference call in order to try to resolve the identified issues prior to the next meeting.

MW Mile Allocation

Mr. James noted that the Transmission Settlement Subcommittee (TSS) is preparing information related to transmission MW-miles by owner, which will be the basis for reallocation of Through and Out Service revenues.  No action by the RTPC is required.

PTF Cost Applications

Mr. Cain reviewed Boston Edison Company’s request, in accordance with the provisions of Section 15.5 of the Restated NEPOOL Agreement, for approval of the PTF costs associated with the Downtown Reinforcements Project of 18.4 Applications BE-99-T05, T06, and T07, as detailed in his November 19, 1999 letter to Messrs. James and Shortley.  This project includes a second Mystic to Kingston 345 kV line, a second 345/115 kV autotransformer at Kingston Substation, and the addition of shunt reactors at K Street Substation.  Mr. Cain explained that these additions are based on a planning criteria of no line loadings above LTE for the loss of one line, one unit, plus typical generation unavailability. He explained that this criteria is, in his opinion, appropriate for application to the design of transmission supply to a large city
It was moved and seconded that the Regional Transmission Planning Committee recommends that the Participants Committee approve the PTF costs associated with the Downtown Reinforcement Project of 18.4 Applications BE-99-T05, T06 and T07, estimated at $16.5 million in Mr. Cain’s November 19 transmittal, as PTF investment.  The motion was passed with 91.4% vote in favor: Transmission (21.4% in favor, 3.6% opposed, 1 abstention), Generation (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Publicly Owned (20% in favor, 0% opposed, End Users absent), Supplier (25% in favor, 0% opposed, 1 abstention).

It was moved and seconded to recommend that the Participants Committee approve the PTF costs associated with the new 115 kV Line 60 and related facilities of 18.4 Application, BHE-98-T01, as well as existing Line 67 and 14 miles of the existing Line 66, estimated at $10.0 million in Mr. Fenn’s November 2, 1999 revised 15.5 application form, as PTF investment.  The motion was passed with a 95% vote in favor: Transmission (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Generation (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Publicly Owned (20% in favor, 0% opposed, End Users absent), Supplier (25% in favor, 0% opposed, 1 abstention).

It was moved and seconded to recommend that the Participants Committee approve the PTF costs associated with the North Cambridge 345B autotransformer of 18.4 Application BE-99-T08, estimated at $2.85 million in Ms. Scott’s December 8, 1999 transmittal, as PTF investment.  The motion was passed with a 95% vote in favor: Transmission (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Generation (25% in favor, 0% opposed), Publicly Owned (20% in favor, 0% opposed, End Users absent), Supplier (25% in favor, 0% opposed, 1 abstention).

Committee Restructuring

Mr. Salamone reviewed the activities of the NEPOOL Committee Restructuring Working Group and the status of restructuring as presented in Mr. Chapman’s and Mr. Pellegrino’s December 2, 1999 letter to the NEPOOL Participants.  The first phase of restructuring will occur on January 1, 2000, and will include the combining of the RTPC and the Market Reliability Planning Committee (MRPC) to form the Reliability Committee.  The ISO will also assume the roles and responsibilities of the Chair positions of the three NEPOOL technical committees at that time.

Mr. Salamone outlined the process that will be used to elect a Reliability Committee Vice Chair.  Each sector is to be prepared to appoint a member to a Nominating Committee at the January 18, 2000 meeting of the Reliability Committee.  The Nominating Committee will be expected to present nominations for Vice Chair at the February 15, 2000 Reliability Committee meeting.

Mr. Shortley distributed proposed dates in 2000 for Reliability Committee meetings.  These meeting dates are the second Tuesday following the Participants Committee meeting.  Mr. Walters agreed to check on availability of meeting rooms.

Subordinate 18.4 Application Policy

Mr. Walters reviewed the November 3, 1999 draft of the Subordinate 18.4 Application Policy.  This draft was prepared by the Planning Policy Subcommittee and reflects comments and input from the RTPC and the Transmission Operations Committee.  Additional changes were suggested and the RTPC members were asked to provide any additional comments to Mr. Walters as soon as possible.  The ISO was also asked to provide input as to the role of the ISO in determining actual cost allocation between Relevant Queued Resources requiring common facilities.

Dynamic Swing Recorder Status

It was noted that the costs for Dynamic Swing Recorders (DSR) was not included in the NEPOOL budget as it was determined that the costs are appropriately recovered as Pool Transmission Facilities (PTF) through the NEPOOL Open Access Transmission Tariff.  The status of the DSR project is as follows:

· Specification for the new DSR devices has been developed and sent to eight vendors

· Quotations from vendors have been received and analyzed

· DSR Working Group is still in the process of choosing a vendor, who can provide a product that can meet  the DSR Working Group specifications
· The devices previously planned to be installed in 1999 are expected to be installed in the year 2000

· Software for enhanced event analysis of the records has been developed so that it can be processed from one location
NEPOOL Planning Procedure No. 5

Discussion of the December 6, 1999 draft of “Procedure for Reporting Notice of Intent to Construct, Retire, or Change Facilities in Accordance with Section 18.4 of the Restated NEPOOL Agreement” was deferred until the next meeting.

Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Reliability Committee (the combined RTPC and MRPC) will be on Tuesday, January 18, 2000, at the New England Electric System offices in Westborough, Massachusetts.

Respectfully submitted,

Douglas A. James, Secretary 

NEPOOL Regional Transmission Planning Committee

RTPC_MINUTES_991214



4

